INTERESTS AND OCCUPATIONS
morality as to their lines and numbers/5
In 1666 he explains that he very seldom went to the
public theatre "now as they were abused to an
atheistical liberty, foul and indecent women now
(and never till now) permitted to appear and act who
inflaming several young noblemen and gallants
became their misses and to some their wives/' and he
adds, "I did not approve of any such pastime in -a
time of such judgments and calamities.55
Most of the plays he attended were performed at
Court. His remarks when he makes any are seldom
complimentary. When he sees Hamlet in 1661, the
only Shakespeare play he mentions, he writes:. "But
now the old plays began to disgust this refined age
since His Majesty's being so long abroad." The
Widow he describes as "a lewd play"; several others
he just mentions by name. The Adventures of Five
Hours, by Tuke, "took universally," and he has a
remark about the rich scenery in The Indian Queen,
Horace, by Mrs. Phillips, he sees twice. In Dryden's
Conquest of Granada he admires "the glorious scenes
and perspectives," but of The Evening Lover (An
Evening's Love, by Dryden) he writes: "a foolish plot
and very profane; it afflicted me to see how the stage
was degenerated and polluted by the licentious times."
This was in 1668, and after that there is no record
of his seeing any other play. But in January, 1673-4,
he attends the first Italian opera, music combined
with acting having begun with Davenant's Siege of
Rhodes in 1662, at which he was present. Although
Evelyn may not have seen many plays he tried to
117